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INTERCONNECTION AGREEML',. L'NDER SEcrIONS 251 Al\'D 2.52 OF THE
TELECOM:MUNlCATIONS4.CT OF 1.996

This Intercomection Agreement under Sections 251 and 252 of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 ("Agreement"). is effective as of the 17th day of May. 1996 (the "Effective Date"),
by and between Ameritech Information Industry Services. a division of Ameritech Services. Inc.. ,
a Delaware Corporation with offices at 350 N. Orleans. Third Floor. ChicaiO. lllinois 60654.
on behalf of Amcritcch Illinois ("Ameritech") and MFS lntelcnet of illinois. Inc .. ("MFS") 8
DelawB.Te corporation wirn offices ~! r Tower l...ane ., ...... f-:"l oor Oakbrook Terrace.. lliinOlS
60181

WHEREAS. the Parties want to interconnect their networks at mutually a~d upon
pOints of interconnection to provide Telephone Exchange Services (as def"med below) and
Exchange Access (as defined helow) to their respect;v,.. Customer-;

WHEREAS, the Parties an:: entering into lhl~; Agreement to set forth the respective
obligations of the Panics and {.he terms and condltlonsundet which the Parties will iI!tereonnecr
their networks and proVide (.,ther !\ervices as reQUIred "'V the Act (as defined below) and
additional services as Set forth herem

NOW, TIIEREFORE, in considetatioo of the mUnJa! provisions contained herein and
other good and valuable consideration, the receipt andsufficiencv of which are hereb"
acknowledged. MFS and Amerirecb berebv agree ,1S fhll("lw<;.

1 .. 0 DEFINlTlONS

As used in this Agreement., the foUowiOi tenns shall have the meanings speci5ec1 below
in this Section 1 0" For convenience of reference only, the definitions of certain terms that arc
As Defined in the Act (as def'med below) are set fonh on Schedule 1.0 Schedule 1.0 sets forth
the definitions of such terms as of the date specified on such Schedule and neither Schedule 1..0
nor any revision. amendment or supplement thereof intended to reflect any revi.scd or subsequent
interpretatIon of any term that 15 set forth in the AC'j~; Intended tCl be a part of or to affect the
meaning (':If interpretation of this Agreement

1.1 "Act" means the Communications ,Act of 1934 (47 US,C. lS3(R). as amended
by the Telecommunications Act of 1996. and as from time fO time interpreted :m the duly
!lUthorized nlles and regulati.om of the FCC or ;a CommissIOn. wi!hinits state of jU!i.sdietion

1 .. 2 "' ADSL" or •Asymmetrical DigitBI Subscriber Line' means a tranSmission
technology which transmits an asymmetrical dillital S1gnaIJsirt~ one (If a variety of line codes

1.3 rl Affi1iate~ isA..~ Defined in the At~'l

1.4 ,. Agreement 'for Switched Access Meet Pomt Billing" means the A,reement for
Switched Access Meet Point Billing dated &! M M,u"'(:h 1 1996 bv md between the Parties

o d wn3"1 Sll~ <;f:' q (03Nd 96 ,n:o HW



1.5 "As Dermed in the Act~ means as specifically derIDed by the Act and as !rom time
to time interpretec:i in the dulv authorized roJes and regulations of the FCC or the Commission.

1.6 "As Described in the Act" mean5 as described 'tIll or .required by the Act and II.!

from time to time interptered i.n the dUly authorized 'I"t.1les and regulations of the FCC or the
Commission

1.7 "Automatic Number Identification' or ANI" means a Fearore Group D signaling
parameter which refers to the number transmined t.hrough R network Identifying t~e billing
number 'of the calling party

1.8 "Network Element Bona Fide Request" means the process described on E.xhibit
A that prescribes the terms and conditions relating to 8 Pa.rty' s request that the other Party
provide a Network Element nor otherwise provided hv~he "'et"rns of this Agreemen~

1.9 "BLV/BLVI' Traffic." means an operator service call in which the caller inqu.ires
as to the busy Status of or request! an interruption '~f ~ ;';:'In orl another Customer's Telephone
Exchange Service line

1.10 "Calling Party Number" or "CPN" is a Common Channel Interoffice Signaling
("CClS") parameter which refe" to the number transmitt.ed through a netWork iden~ing the
c.alling Parrv

1.11 "'Central Office Switch" mean.o; il O;W'l!ch 'iJr;ed to provide Telecornm:I!llcatioDS
Services including, but not limired to:

(a) "End Office Switches" which 8rcused to terminate Customer station Loops
for the purpose of intert:,onnecti.on to each l"It..hef' lind to trUnks: and

(b) ~Tandem Office Switches" which a.re lJ.,ed to connect and switch trunk
cin::uit.c; between and among other Central Offict "iwit-ches

A CentraJ Office Switch may also be employee it'§, d combination End OfficeJTBIJdelr:i
Office Switch

1.12 "CCS· mean!t one hu.nd.red (100) call o;econd~

1.13 .. CLASS Features" means certain CaS-based features available to Customers
including, but not limited to Automatic Call Back, Calf Trace: Caller Identification~.ndrelated
blocking features Distinctive Rmging/Cal1 Watting Sele.erive Call Forward: and Selective CaD
Rejection

1.14 "'Collocation' means an arrangement whereby ODe Party's (the "Collocatin&
Party ") facilities are terminated in its equipment necessary for Interconnection or fo!' access to
NetWork Elements OD an unbundled basis which hac; been installed and maintained at the
premises of a second Party (thr "Housing PartV"'"i F,.,.,. DUftlO5eS ofCoUocation. the "premises"
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of a Housing Party is limited to occupied strUctUre or poniOD thereof in which such Housing
Party has the exclusive right of occupancy. Collocation may be "physical"' or "virtual .. , In
"Physical Collocation," the Collocating Party tnstallsand maintains its own equipment in the
Housing Party's premiscs, In ~Virtual Collocation.," the Housing Party installs and maintains
the Collocating Party's equipment in the Housing Panv'~ premise.'!.

l,l.S "C0m.mi5sion" or'TCC" means the m1nOl~ C:::>mmerce C'..ommission

1.16 "Common Channel Interoffice Slena1ing or ~I::CIS" mcans the signali.!lg systcD.
developed for use between switching systems with stored-program control. in which all of the:
signaling information for one or more groups of trunks is cransmitted over a dedicated
high-speed data link rather than on a per-tn111k hasis lmc' !.roless otherwise agreed by the Panie!.
t.he eelS used by the Partie!' shaH be SS'"

1.17 ~Cross Connection" means a connectlon prOVided pursuant to Colloc:a':ion at the
Digital Signal Cross Connect .. Main Distribution Frame ,or other suitable frame or panel between
(j) the Collocating PartY' ~ eqUIpment and (iil The eQUipmem or facilities of the Housing PBn)

1.18 "Customer" means a third-party resIdence or business that Su~"cribes to
Telecommunications Service~; pmvided bv eithe1" of thl:" Partle.s

1.19 "DialinS Parity t. is As Defined in the Act As used in this Agrccme!l~. Dialing
Parity refers to both Local Dialing Parity and ToUDialing parity. "Local Dialing Parity" means
the ability of Telephone Excbanre Service Customers of one LEe to place local c:aIls to
Telephone Exchange Service Customers of another LEe without the use of any access code and
with no unreasonable dialing delay. "Toll .Dialing Patin'" means the ability of Telephone
Exchange Service Customers of a LEe to have their ton calls (inter or intraLata) routed to a toll
carrier (intraLAT A or interLATA) of their selec.tion ""'imam dialing access codes or additional
digiu: and with no unreasonable dialing dela,,'

1.20 "Digital SIgna level H means one "~f sevenl transmission rates in the tlrl.e-division
multiplex hierarchy

1.21 "Dieital Signal Level 0" or "DSO' me-ADS the 64 Kbps zero-level signal in tbe
timediv;slOn mUltiplex hierarch'\'

1.22 "Digital Signal Levell" or "DS1 ~ means the L S44 Mbps fIrst-level signal in the
time-division multiplex hierarchy In the time-division multiplexinghierarc:hy of the telephone
netWork. DSl is the initial leve~ of multipleJtini

1,23 "Digital Signal Level 3" or "DS3~ .means the 44.736 Mbps third-level in rhe
time-division multiplex hierarchy In the time-divisioD multiplexine hierarchy of the telephone
network, DS3 is defined a!; the thtrd level of multlplenng

1.24 "Exchanae Message Record" or "'EJ'vtR" means the standard used for ex.change
of Telecommunications message mfonnation among Telecommunications providers for billable,
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non·billable, sample, settJemem and smdy data E:J\.fR. fonnat IS contained in Bellco~ Praetiee
BR-010-200-010 CRlS Exchange Message Record

1.2.5 "Exchange Acces~'" is As Defined In th~ Art

1.26 "'FCC~ means: the Federal COmmUD.lC!f'lOnS Commission

1.27 "Fiber-Meet" means an InterconnectIOn art:hiteCtU~method whereby the Parties
physically Inn::rcoxmect them neTWorks via an opucal f'ihe.- mterf3ce (as opposed to a.-"lclectr'ica:
interface) at a mutually agreed !fpon location

1.28 uHDSL" or "High-Bit Rate Digital Subscriber Lme" means a transmission
technology which transmits up to a DSI-level signal using anyone of the following line codes
2 Binary 1 Quartenary ("2B1.Q"'\ Cam.eTles~A.MrpM Discrete Multirone ("D~;") or 3
Binarv Dcrel ("3BIO

1.29 "Information Service Traffic'" meam Local fraffic or lntraLATA Toll Traffic
which originates on a Telepbone .Exchange Service hne and which 15 addressed to an i-uonnatic'!D
service provided over a Part"'l' mformation services platform (~.E.. 9"16)

1.30 "Integrated Digital Loop Canier" means 8. subscriber loop carrier sy~em which
integrates within the SWitch at 8 DSlleveI th.at is rwen1"" fO\r (24) tocal Loop tranSmission patbs
combined inTo 3. 1 544 Mbp~ digital signal

1.31 "Interconnection~ is As Described in the Act and refers to the connection of
separate pieces of equipment,. facilities, or platforms between or within netWorks for the purpose
of transmission and routing (,f Telephone Exc:hanl:e Service traffic and Exchange Access traffic.

1 ..32 "Interexchange Carrier" or'IXC means i;. carner that proVides, directly or
indirectlv 1nterLATA orrnrral.ATA Telenhone'rr,) "'e1"Vi':e~

1.33'tnr.erim Telecommunications Sum.ber Pnrtabilitv" I')! '"lNP" is As Described in
rhe~ct

1. 34 "InterLAT A ·l~I\.S Defined m thr /\ c

1.35 "Integrated Services Digital NetWoric:" ()r'ISDN~ means a switcb.~d network
service that prOVides end-to-.end digital cormeetivit)' for the simultaneous transmission of voice
and data. Basic Rate Interface,·ISDN (BRl-ISDN) provide!'; for a digital tn.nsmissio!l of two 64
kbps bearer channelc; and '"111e 16 kbps dar.8 channel /19 ". ")1

1.36 "IntraLAT A Toll 'Traffic" mel.D!~ those intraLATA Station calls "h.at are not
defined as Local Traffic !rt thi.~ Agreement

61S8016
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1.38 "Local Traffie" means a call which IS fifteen (15) miles or less as calculated by
using the V &H coordinates of the originating NXX and the V&II coordinateS of the terminatIng
NXX. or as otherwise determined by the FCC or Commission for purposes of Reciprocal
Compensation; provided.., that iT:!. no evem shall a l..oca1 Traffic call be less than fifteen (IS) miles
as so calculated.

1.39 "Local ExchaIlj!e Carrier" or ~LEC 1<A5 Defined m the Act ..

1.40 "Local Loop Transmission" or "Loop" means the entire transmission path which
extends from the network interface or demarcation pomtat a Customer's premises te the Main
Distribution Frame or other designated frame or panel In :a Party's Win: Center which serves
[he Customer Loops a~ defined tw the electrical Interface rather than the type of facility used

1.41 "Losses" means any and alilosscs. costs (Including court costs), claims. dama:es
(including fines. penalties. and criminal or dvil iudr-mc!lt.!> and settlements) injuries liabilities
and expenses (Including 8ttornev~ fees)

1.42 "Main Distribution Frame" or "MDF" means the distribution frame c! the Pany
providing the Loop used [(\ interconnect cable pau"<; and 'inemd. trunk equipment re-minals on
a switching system

1.43 "Meet-Point Billing" means the process whereby each Party bills the 2'~pmpriate

tariffed rate for its portiOD of a Jointly proVided Switched F...'Itcbanie Access Service as agreed
to in the Agreement for Switched Access Meet Point BilHn~

1.44 "Network. Element" is As Defined m ~"hrA,CI

1.45 "North American Numbering Plan or'NANP" means the numbering plan used
in the United States that also serves Canada. Bermuda. Pueno Rico and certain Caribbean
Islands The NANP format is a lO-digit number that cons1StS of a 3-digit NPA code (commonlv
refern:d TO as the area codei fl"lliowed by a 1-digrr"lXX code and 4-digit line number

1.46 "Number Portability· is As Detinetl :fr the A':t

1.47 "NXX" mean..o:; the thrce-digit codewl'm~b appears as the f"1rs1 three digits of a
seven digit telephone numbe!:

1.48 "Pany' means either AmeriteCh 0'" "fFS ({ad ~Parties" means A.rc~!itech and
MFS.

1.49 -Port" means a termination on a Central Office Switch that permits Customers to
send or receive Telee:ommunicauoDS over the pubb, ",wltChed netWork., but does not include
switch features or sWitc.hing functionalif'i

1.50 "Rate Center' means the specific geographic point which has been designated by
a given LEe as being assoclat:ed with a particular 'If' 0\ -NXX code which has been assiped to

6158016
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the LEe for its provISIon of Telephone Exchange Service The Rate Cemer is the finite
geographic pOim identifIed by a specific V&.II coordinate, which is used by that LEe tc
measure. for billing purposes, distance sensitive transmission services associated with the
specific Rate Center. Rate Centers will be identical for each Party until such time as MFS is
permitted by an appropriate regulatory body to crearI'" ,r~; OWTl Rate Centers within an area.

1.51 ~ReciprocaICompensation' is As Described in the Act. and refers to the payment
liUTaIlgements that recover cosrs inCW'T'ed for the transport and rermrr-.3.tion of
Telecommunications origmatmg c,o one Panv'" ne1""wor~ and terminating on the: otl:!er Pany'~

network

1.52 "Routing Point" means a location which a LEe bas designated on its own network
as the homing (routing) point for Inbound traffic to one or more of its NPA-NXX cocies. The
Routing Point is also used to calculate mileage measurements for the distance-sensitive tr2%1Spon
clement charges of Switched Exchange Access Services. Pursuant to Bell Communications
Research. Inc. (IrBellcore") Practice BR 795-100-100 (the MBellcore Practice"), the Routing Point
(referred to as the "Rating Point" in such Bellcore Practlce) may be an End Office Switd
location. or a"LEC Consortium Point of InterconnectIOn" Pursuant to such Bellcore Practice
each .. LEe Consonium Point of Interconnection'" shall be designated by a commor. languag(:
location identifier (CLU) code with (x)KD in positions 9, 10, 11, where (x) m2Y be lUl)

alphanumenc A-Z or 0-9 The Routing Point must be located within the LATA in whict the:
cOlTCsponding NPA-NXX is located. However. Routing Points associated with each !'TJ'A-NXX
need not be [be same as the com::sponding Rate Center. nor lIlUSt there be a unique a-nd separatr:
Routing Point cOlTCsponding to each unique and separate Rate Center; provided only that the'
Routing Point associated with a given NPA-·NXX lTttL"'iT he located in the same LATA as the Ratf"
Center associated with the NP.A.. ·r-..1JCX

1.53 "Service Control Point" or "SCP" means a Signaling End Point tha: acts as II

database to provide information to another signaling end point ~, Service Switt:~.g Poim or
another SCP) for processing or routing cenam types of netWork calls .A query/response
mechanism is typically used m c.ommunicating w\th all SCP

1.54 "Signaling End Point" or "SEP" meam a signaling point. other tht!n an STP
which serves as a source or a repository faT eelS messa~eo:

1.55 "Signaling Transfer Point" or ·STP'" mean.~ a signaling point tha~ performs
message routing functions and proVides infonnation for the routing of messages betWeen SEPs
An STP transmits, reccive.c; and processes eers messag-e;;

1.56 ,. Switched EXchange Access Service" mean.. the offering of tr~sion or
switchini services to Telecommunicatiom Carners for r.hepurpose of the origination or
termination of Telephone ToJ) Service. SwitehedExchange Access Services include: Feature
Group A" Feature Group B Feat1.lI'e Group D 800/888 access. and 900 a~s and theu
successors or similar Switched Excbanle Access ~'il;e!

L57 "Synchronous Optical Network" or '"<;ONFT" means an optical interface standard
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that lllows inter-networking of transmission procluct5 from multiple vendon. The base rate i!
5L 84 Mbps (OC-l fSTS· n and higher rares are direc:r multi:f'les of the base rate. up to 13.21
Gpbs,

1.58 "Technicall" Feasible Point~ is As Descrihed in the Act

1.59 "Telccommuruc::auom~ is As Defined m the AC'f

1.60 -Telecommunications Ace mean.<: the Telecommuntcations Act of 1996 and any
rules and regulations promulgated thereunder

1.61 "TelecommunIcations Carrier" is As Defmed !'C1 the Act

1.62, "Telecommunications Service IS ,A.s Defined in. the Act

1.63 "Telephone Exchange Service is A.~ Def"medn the Act

1.64 "Telephone Tn!1 ServIce" is As Defined iiI) the"',,!

1.65 "Wire Center" means an occupied srrucmre or portion thereof in which a P~r
has the exclusive right of occuoancv and which s:ervesa~ a Routing Point for Switehee Exchange
Access

2.0 INTERPRETAnON AND CONSTRUCTlO1\

All references to Sections. Exhibits and Schedules shall be deemed to be references to
Sections of, and Exhibits and Schedules to, this Agreement unless the comext shall otherwise
require The headings of the Sections and the terms defmed in Schedule 1.0 are i!1sened for
convenience of reference only and arc not intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning or
mterpretatioD of this Agreement Unless the context shall otherwise require. any reference to

any agreement. other instrument (including Ameriteeh or other third party offerings. guides or
practices), statute. regulation, rule or tariff is to such agreemem" instrument. statute. regulation.
rule or tariff as amended and supplemented from time '..0 rime (and.. in the case of a stamu~,

regulation role or tariff Tn :mv successor J'T'1'vismn

3.0 IMPLEl\1ENTATJON SCHEDt.JLF .A..ND f'iTERCO'NNECTlON ACTIVATION
DATES

SUbject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, Interconnection of the Parties'
facilities and equipment pursuant to Section 4,0 for the transmission and routing of Telephone
Exchange Service traffic and Exchange Access traffic shall be established on or before the
corresponding "Interconnection Activation Date" shown for each such LATA on Schedule 3.0
Schedule 3.0 may be revised and supplemented from time to time upon the mumal agreement
of the Parties to reflect the Interconnection of lJdditional LATAs pursuant to Section 4 .. S by
attaching one or more S1IJ'Plememarv scbedules'l"l <l;tlc::b schedule

i0 d
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4.0 INTERCONNECTION P{J'RSUANT TO SECTION 151(c:)(%)

4.1 Scope

Section 4.0 describes the physical architecture for Intereonnection of the Parties' facilities
and equipment for the transmission and routing of Telephone Exchange Service t.'i!ffic and
Exchange Access traffic pursuant to Section 251(c)(2) of ':he Act. Sections 5.0 and 6.C
prescribe the specific logical trUnk groups (and craffic routing parameters) whic~ will be
configured. over the physical connections described In this Section 4.0 related to the transmissior,
and routing of Telephone Exchange Service traffic and Exchange Access traffic. re~tively

Other trur1k: groups., as descrihed m this Agreement rna" \)e:onfigurecl using thi~ ardtiteemre

4.2 Physical Architecture

In each LATA identified on Schedule 3 .. 0. MFS and Ameritech sball jointly engineer and
operate a single Synchronous Optical NetWork ("SONET") transmission system by which they
shall Interconnect their networks for the transmission and routing ofTelephonc Exchan...:.~ Service
traffic and Ex.change Access traffic pursuant to Section 2S1(c)(2) of the Act. Unless otbe1'\1Vise
mutually agreed. this SONET transmission system shall be configured as illustrated ~.~ ExhibIt
B. and engineered. installed. and maintained as descr,hed tn this Section 4.0 and i." ~e Joint
Grooming Plan (as defined in Section 8.1)

4.2.1 The Parties shall jointly determine and agree upon the specific o,tical Line
Terminating Multiplexor ("OL.TM") equipment to be utilized at each end of the SONET
transmission system. If the Parties cannot agree em "'bc' QLTM .. the following decis!cn cntJ:na
shall apply to the selection of the OLTM'

(a) First t.he type of OLTM equipment utilized by both Parties within the
LATA Where more than one type of OLTM equipment is used in
common by the Parties within the LATA.. the Parties shall choose from
among the common types of 01 TM equipment according [0 t.i:!e method
describedlDsubsection (c) below

(b) Second the type of OLTM equipment utilized by both Parties anywhere
outsIde the LATA Where man: than one type of OLTM ~~ipment is
used :in l:ommon by the Panies outside the LATA. the Parties s~all choose
from among the common types of OLTM equipment accordinJ to "(he
method described in subsection fc) below; and

(c) Third. [he Party first selecting the OLTM equipment shall be determined
by lot and the choice to selett 'i.'Uch OLTM l"'.qt1ipment shaP thereafter
alternare: benveen the PartIes

4.2.2 Ameritceh shall. wholly at its own expense. procure, install and maintain
the agreed upon OLTM equl'pmem in the Ameritech Interconnection Wire Center C" AIWC")
identified for each l..ATA~ef forth on. Schedul.e:~ n m capacity sufficient to provision and
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maintain aU logical trUnk groups prescribed by Secuons 5 0 and 6 (\

4.2.3 MFS shall. whoUy at its own expense. procure. install and maintain the
agreed upon OLTM equipment in the MFS Interconnection Wire Center ("MlWC") identified
for that LATA in Schedule :3 .0 .. in capacity sufficient to provision and maintain all logical trunk
groups prescnbed by Section-c; C; 0 and 6 0

4.2.4 Ameritech shall designate Ii manhole or other suitable entry-way
immediately outside the AJWC as 8 Fiber-Meet ent:I')' point. and shall make all necessary
preparations to receive, and to allow and enable MFS to deliver, fiber optic facilities into that
manhole with sufficient spare length to reach the OL.TM eqUlpmerlT In the AIWC MFS shall
deliver and maintain such strands wholly at us own expense

4.2.5 MFS sh.a.ll designate a manhole or other suitable entry-way iI!'..:nediately
outside the MlWC as a Fiber~Meet entry point, and shall make all necessary prepa..""3.tions [0

receive., and to allow and enable Ameritech to deliver fiber optic facilities mto tha~ manhole
with sufficient spare length to :reach the OLTM equtpment in the MIWC ,&.me~':ecb shall
deliver and maintain such <;trand~ wholly at its OWT'r exoeno;e

4.2.6 MFS shall pull the fiber optic strands from the MFS-designated
manhole/entry-way into the MIWC and through apJ'I'Ol'1"13te internal conduits MFS uti1.izes for
fiber optic facilities and shall c.onnect the AmeriteCh mands (0 the OLTM equipment MFS bas
installed in the MIWC

4.2.7 Ameritech shall pull the fiber optic strands from the Ameritech-d.esignatcd
manhole/entry-way into theAlWC and through appropriate internal conduits Ameriteeh utilizes
for fiber optic facilities and shall connect the .MFS m-ands t(· the OLTM equipment Amerirech
has installed in the AnVC

4.2.8 Each Party shall use its best effon-c; to ensure that fiber received from the
other Party will enter the Pa.rtv 'S Wire Center through a point separate from that which the
Pany .s own fiber exited

4.2.9 The Parties shall jointly coordinate and undertake mainteDa-"1ce of the
SONET transmission system Each Party shall be responsible for ma:mtaining the components
of the SONET transmission I;Vstem as illustrated nn E.~bibi· B

4.3 Interim Altemath'e PhysicaIArcbitectuN"

4.3.1 Either PartY may unilateralIv elect, by providing notice to the other Party
not less than seventY-five (75) days in advance of an applicable Interconnection Activstion Date,
to interconnect on or before such Interconnection Activation Date via an electrical DS3 (or
multiples thereof) interface instead of the SONET transmission SYSEem for an interim period (the
"Interim Period") not to exceed onc-lrondredmd 1'!,S!htv qgO) days after the lmerconnection
Activation. Date.

; 1 d

6158016 .q ..

1VD31 SlIV O~ 0 0 l G3M 96 ,n -,\VW



4.3.2 The Pany which did not elect such alternative arc:hitcetUre shall have the
option of specifying that such alternative architecture shall occur over a Collocation at either
Party's premises in accordance with Section 12.0 or anvotlu!r arrangc:mem to which the Parties
may agree ..

4.3.3 During any Interim Period. specific. logical mmk groups (and traffic
routing parameters) will be configured over the alternate physical architecture for transmission
and rouong of Telephone Exchange Service craffic and. for transmission and routini of F..xc.ha.nge
A.ccess traffic: pursuant to SeCtion ~, 0 and Section 6.0 .-espect·veJ"v

43.4 During any Interim Period. neither ParTy shall charge the oche!' Party for
Collocation Cross Connection for mmk groups deHveredvta Collocation

4.3.5 Unless othenvise mUroally agreed. the Panies shall transition to a SONET
Transmission system for me app.licable LI\TA pursuant'!(' Section 4.2 no later than the last day
of the lmenm Period.

4.4 Technical Specifications

4.4 1 MFS and Ameritech shall work cooperatively to install and maintain a
reliable network. MFS and Amerirech shall exchange appropriate informacon ~
maintenance contact numbers, network information, information required to comply with law
enforcement and other security agencies of the Govemmem and such other information as the
Parties shall mutually agree) tC'l achieve this desm:d re:liabilitv

4 .. 4.2 MFS and Ameritech shall work cooperatively to apply sour.d network
management principles bv involcingnerworlc managemenl~ontrol~ to alleviate or ~o prevent
congestion

4.4.3 The follOWing list of publication'l; describe the practices, procedures,
specifications and interfaces generally utilized by Ameritcch and are listed herein to assist the
Parties in meeting their respectIve Interconnection resprm,,"l.ibil1ties related to E1ect.~callOpticaJ

Interfaces

(a) Bellcore Technical PublicatIon TR.~INS"()()()342: High Capac~ty Digital
Special Access Service Tran.,<:;misston Parameter Limits 2!!'" Interface
Combinatlons: and

(b) Ameritceh Technical Publication AM-TR-TM0-000072; Service
Description and Interface Requircmenu for Ameriteeh's Optical Service

4.5 Interconnection in Additional LAT As

4.5.1 If MFS determines to offer Telephone Exchanle Services in any other
LATA in which Ameritecb also offen Telephone Exchange Services, MF'S shall provide written
notice to Ameritech of t~ need TO establish Inten:'onnection 171 mch LATA pursuant to this
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4.5.2 The notice provided in Section 4 .. 5 1 shall include (i) the initial Routing
Point MFS has designated in the new LATA; (ii) MFS' requested Interconnection. Activation
Date: and (iii) a non-binding forecast of MFS' t:n1nking requirements.

4.5.3 Unless otherwIse agreed by the Parties., the Parties shall designa!~ the Wire
Center MFS has identified as us initial Routing POlm m the LATA as the MIW'C in that LATA
and shall designate the Amerilech Tandem Office Wire Center within the LATA nc2...""C:st to the
MIWC (as measured in airline mtles utilizing rbe v &H \':oordina.tes method) as the AlWC in that
LATA

4.5.4 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, the Interconnection Activ2.tion Date
in each new LATA shall be the earlier of (i) the date mumally agreed by the Parties ~d (ii) the
date that is one-hundred and fifty (1.50) days after the date on which MFS deliverec notice tc
Ameritech pursuanr 10 Section 45 1 Within ten (10) business days of Ameritech's~t 01
MFS' notice, Ameritech and MFS shall confirm the A.rNC, the MIWC and the Interconnectior
Acrjvauon Date for the new IAT;\ by attaching a supplementarv schedule to Schedule 3,0

5.0 TRANSMISSION AND ROUTING OF TELEPHONE EXCHANGE
SERVICE TRAFFIC ptmSUANT TO SECTION tst(c:)(2)

5.1 Scope of Traffic

Section 5.0 prescribes parameters for trunk: groups (the "LocallIntraLATAT~") to
be effected over the Interconnections specified in Sectlon 4 .. 0 for the transmission and routing
of Local Traffic and Intral.ATA Toll Traffic bct"Neen rhe Parties' respective Telephone
Exchange Se1VtCe Custome~ and where such traffic is not presubscribed for carriage by a third
pany carrier

5.2 Switching Smem Hierarchy

5 .. 2.1 For purposes of this Section 5 (1 each of !:he follOWing Cef!:!'al Office
Switches shall be designated 8( a. "Primary Swirch'

(a) Each Access Tandem Ameritech operates in the LATA.

(b) The tnltial switch MFS em,!,lrw~ tf'l provide Telephone Excha.."l.ge Service
m the L.ATA.

(c) Any Access Tandem MFS rna\' estabUsb for provision of Excha.~eAccess
in the tATA. and

(d) Any additional switch MFS may subsequently employ to provide
Telephone Exchange Service in. the LATA which MPS may at its sole
option designate asa Prima1"\' ~witch I!!QYide4 that the total number of
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MFS Primary Switches for a LATA may not exceed the total number of
Amerirech's Primary Switches for that LATA.. To the extent MFS
chooses to designare any additional switch as a Primary Switch, it shall
provide notice to Ameritech of such designation at least ninety (90) days
in advanC"-e of the date on which MFS activates such switch as ! Primary
Switch

5.2.2 Each Centra) Office Switch operated by !'.he Panies which is not cesignated
as a Primarv Switch pursuanT to Section 52 1 shall DE" de.signated as a "Second21"\' Switch"

5.2,3 For purposes of MFS routing traffic to Ameriteeh. SUb-tending
arrangementS between Ameritech Primary Switches and Ameritech Secondary Switch~s shall be
the same as the Access TandemlEnd Office sub-tending arrangements which Ameritech maintains
for those switches. For purposes of Ameritech routIng traffic to MFS, subrendini a.."r2...Ylgemcnt:s
between MFS Primary Switches and MFS Secondary Switches shall be the same as :..~e Acces~

Tandem/End Office sub-tending arrangements Which MFc:: maintains for rhoseswitc~es

5.3 Trunk Group Architecture and Traffir Routing

The Panies shall jointly engineer and configtl.re t,oca}!lmralATA Trunks over the
physJcal Interconnection arrangements as follow~

5.3.1 The Parties shall initially conflg'UI"e a separate two-way trunk: ~p as Iii

direct transmission path between each MFS Pri.marv Switch and each Ameritech Prima.ry Switch

5.3.2 Notwithstanding anything to the ::ontrary In this.Section 5.0. rr the two·
way traffic volumes between any two Cent:n1l Office SWItcheS (whether Primary-~.
Primary-Secondary or SecondarY-Secondary) at any time exceeds the CCS busy hour equivalent
of one DS 1.. the Parties shall within sixty (60) days after such. occurrence add trUnks o!' establish
new direct uunk: groups consistent with the grades of service and quality paramere!'S set forth
in the Joint Grooming Plan; provideg, however. nothing in this Section 5.3 shall requ~ a Party
to establish new direct trunk groups on or befcm: the date which is one-hundred and twenty (120)
days after the applicable Interconnection Activation Dare; provid.ed, however. that if such traffic
volume is exceeded within such one-hundred and twenty (120) day period, such Party shall
establish new direct r:runk groups on the date which is t.he later of (1) sixty (60) days after such.
occurrence or (ii) one··hund~d and twenty-one 2 '" daYs: :i!ftcr the lmerconnection Activation
Date

5.4 Interim Use of 1 Way Trunks

Either pany may unilaterally elect, by providing notice to the other Party not less than
seventY-five (75) days in advance of an applicable Inten::onnection Activation Date. to employ
I-way trUI1k groups for an interim period (the "l-Way Trunk Period") not to exceed one-Imndred
and twenty (120) days after the Interconnection Ae:t1vation Date: provided that the Parties shall
transition all I-way t:runks established under this Section 15 4 to 2-way trunks on 0': before fhe
last day of such I-Wav Tmnl< Period

8 0
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5.5 Signaling

5.5.1 Where available. cas signaling shall be used by the Parties to set up calls
between the Parties' Telephone Exchange Service netWorks If CCIS signaling is unavailable
MF (Multi-Frequency) signaling shall be used by the Parties. Each Party shall charge the other
Party equal and reciprocal rates for CCIS signaling t.n accordance with applicable tariffs Durin£
the term of this Agreement neither Party shall chaTP'e the other Panv additional usage-sensitiw,
rares for 557 queries made for Local Traffic

5.5.2 The followmg list of publications describe the practices. procedures and
specifications generally utiltzed by Ameritech for signaling purposes anel are listed herein to
a.c:;sisT the Parties in meeting theIr respective Interconnectlon T'eSf'Onsibiliries related [0 Signaling

(a) Bellcore Special Repon 5R·TSV()l')"2275 BOe Notes on ~h.e LEe
NeTWork~ Signaling

(b) A.meritech Supplement AM-TR-0A"'000069 Common Channe: Signal~
Network Interface Spec:ificauons

5.5.3 The Panies will cooperate on the exchange of Transactional Capabilities
Application Pan: (TCAP) messages to facilitate interoperability of CCIS-based features between
their respective nerworks, inclUding all CLASS features and functions. to the extent each Party
offers such fuwres and functions to its Customers A.ll CCIS signaling parameters will be
provided inclUding, without limitation, calling part'l nwnber tCPN) originating line icl'ormation
(OW" calling party categoT'\" and charge number

5.5.4 Where available and upon the requestoftbe other Party. each Party shall
cooperate to ensure that its trunk groups are configured utilizing the B8ZS ESF protocol for 64
Jcbps clear channel mmsmisslOn to allow for !SDl"l ~nteroperahmrv between the Partie~"

respective networks

S.6 Grades of Servjc~

The Parties shall initially engineer and shan jointlv monitor and enhance all t:rt.mlc groups
consistenr with the Joint \,1Tooming Plan

5,7 Measurement and BOling

5.7.1 For billing purposes. each Pany shall pass Calling pany NU!Ilber (CPN)
information on each call carried over the LocallI.ntraLATA Trunks: provided that so long as the
percentage of calls passed with CPN is greater than ninety percent (90%), all calls excbanpd
without CPN information shall be billed as either Local Traffic. or IntraLATA ToU Traffic in
direct proponion to the minutes of use of calls e,;cbanged with CPN information,

5, 7,,2 Measurement of billing minutes &hall be in acmal conversation seconds
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5.8 Reciprocal Compensation Arrangemerm .,. Section 251(b)(5)

5.8.1 Reciprocal Compensation applies for transport and terminatior. of Local
Traffic billable by Amcritcch or MFS which a Telephone EXchange Service Customer onginates
on Ameritech's or MFS' network' for termination 01'1 '\he otlle-- Parr'\"'s network.

5.8.2 The Parties shall compensace each other for transPort and terr:'.1!llltion of
Local Traffic a[ me rates provlded m the Pricing Schedt1le

.5.8.3 The Reciprocal Compensation arrangements set forth in £his Agreement
are no! applicable to Switched Exchange Access SeT'l'lct An Switched Exchange Access Service
and all IntraLATA ToU Traffic shall continue to bel!(wemed.,v the terms and condtt!ons of me
applicable federal and state ranff~

5.8.4 Each Pam shall charge the other PartV' its effective tariffed ~~:nLATA
FGD switched access rate~ for the transport and term.in:a:non of all IntraU\TA Toll 7raffic.

5.8.5 Compensation for transport' and termination of all traffic whic~ has beeD.
subject to performance of tNP bv one Party for rh~ 'Jther P3mr pursuanr to Section .i 3 0 shaJ
be as specified in SectIon 1":It

6.0 TRANSMISSION AND ROtJrING OF EXCHANGE ACCFSS~C
PURSUANT TO 251(c\(2)

6. ] Scope of Traffic'

Section 6,0 prescribes parameters for certain trunk groups ("Access Toll Connecting
Trunks") to be established over the InterConnections specified in Section 4.0 for the transmission
and routing of Exchange Access traffic between MrS T~lephone Exchange Service Customers
and Inrerexchange Carriers

6.2 Trunk Group Architecture and Trame Routing

6.2.1 The Parties shall jointly eStablish Access Toll Connecting Tronks by which
they will jointly provide tandem-transported Switched Exchange Access Services to
Interexchange Carrie~ to enable such Interexchange ramen to originate and termi!1ate traffic
from/to MFS' Customers

6.2.2 Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solely for the t:!'aDSmission
and routing of Exchange Access to allow MFS' Customers to connect to or be connected to the
interexchange mmks of anv tnterexchange Carrier whicb i., connected to an Ameri!eCh Access
Tandem

6.2.3 The Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be tw~way tnm1cs eotmeeting
an End Office Switch MFS utilizes to provide TelcphoneExchange Service aI!d Swiu:bed
Exchange Access in a !liver, 1.. ATA to an Acces~ Tandem "witch Ameritech utilize~ to provide
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Exchange Access in such LATA

6.2.4 The Parties shall jointly determine which Ameritech access Tandem(s) will
be sub-tended by each MFS End Office Switch. Except as otherwise agreed by the Parties.
Ameritech shall allow each MFS End Office Switch to subtend. the access Tandem nearest to the
Routing Point associated with the NXX codes assigned toWt End Office Switch and shall not
require that a single MFS End Office Switch subrend multiple access Tandems. eve!'!. In those
cases where such End Office Switch serves multiple Rate Cente1"'5

6.3 Meet-Point Billing Arran:ementl)

Meet.-Point Billing arrangements betWeen the Panies for jointly-provided Switched
Exchange Access Services on Access Toll Connecting Trunks will be governed by the terms and
conditions of the Agreement For Switched Access Meet 'Point Billing and shall be billed at eacl;:
PartY's applicable switched acr...es'!i rates

7 .. 0 TRANSPORT A..~ TERMlNATION OF OTHER. TYPES OF 1'R.AFF1C

7,1 Information Services Tramc

7.1, 1 Each Party shall route Information Service Traffic which originates on it.c;;
own netWork to the appropriate mformation services platform(s) connected to the other Party'!
network over the LocalllntraIJi..TA. Trunks

7.1.2 The Party ("Originating Party") on whose netWork the Information Services
Traffic originated shall provide an electronic me transfer or monthly magnetic tape containing
recorded call detail information to the Party ("Tenninatinft, Partv")to whose infemnatic~platform
me Information Services Traffic terminated

7..1,3 The Terminating Party shall provlde to the Originating Party via electronic
me transfer or magnetic tape all necessary infonnatioD ro rate the Information Services Traffic
[0 the Originating Parrv's Customers pursuant to therenninating- Party's agreemcnt.~ with each
information provider

7.1,4 The Originating Party shall bill and collect such infonnaticn provider
charges and remit the amounts collc:etcd to the TermmaUllg Parry less

(a)

(b)

(c)

The Information Services Billing B.nd Collection fee set
forth on the Pricing Schedule 1.nd

An uncollectibles reserve calculated based on the
uncollectiblcs reserve in the 'Terminating Piny's billing and
collection agreement 'with fDt" applicable i.nfonnation
provider and

Customer adjustments provided h'\' the Originating Party



The Originating Parry shall provide to the Terminating Party suffIcient information regarding
uncollectibles and. Customer adjustments The Terminating Pany shall pass Ut..<"Qugh tht
adjustments to the information provider,. However. jf the information provider dis;mtes sucb
adjustments and refuses to accept such adjustments, the Originating Party shall reimburse thf'
Terminating Pany for all such disputed adjustmentS Final resolution regarding e.I.: disputed
adjustments shall. be solelv beTWeen. the Originating :Pam.' and the mformation provicer

7.1..5 Nothing In this Agreement shall restrict eimer pany from offeting to it'S
E~change Service Custome~ the ability to block rhl:":ompletion of Information Service Traffic

7.2 BLVIBLVJ Traffic

7.2.1 Busy Line Verification ("BLV") is performed when one Pany's Customer
requests assistance from the operator bureau to determine if the called Line is in use. however,
!:he operator bureau will not complete the call for me Customer initiating the BLV inqc.!!'y, Only
one BLV attempt will be made per Customer operator hureau call. a.nd a charge shall applv
whether or net the called partv releases the line

7.2.2 Busy Line Verification InteIT'.1pt (-tBLVI") is perfonned when one Party's
operator bureau interrupts a telephone call in progress after BLV bas occurred. ~ operator
bureau will interrupt the busy line and inform the called parry that there is a call we£:ing. The
operator bureau will only intenupt the call and will not complete the telephone call of tbe
Customer initiating the BLVI request. The operator bureau will make only one BLVI auempt
per Customer operator telephone call and the applicable charge applie..~ whether or no! the called
pany releases the line

7.2.3 Each Party's operator bureau shall accept BLV and BLVl incr.~~es from
the operator bureau of the other Party in order tl'" alln'll' transparent provision of BLVIBLVl
TraffIC between the Parties· neTWorks

7 ,2,4 Each Party shall route BLV'BLVI Traffic inquiries over sep~.!'ate direct
trunks (and not the Local/lntraLATA Trunks) established between the Panies' !'espective
operator bureaus. Unless otherwise mutually a~. the Parties shall conflJUte BLVIBLVI
trunks over the InterconnectIon architecture defined in Section 4, O. consistent wit.':! the Ioint
Grooming Plan, Each PartV shaH compensate the r:''ll::her Partv for BLVtBLVI Traffic as set forth
on the Pricing Schedule

7 3 Transit SerY'1cf'

7.3.1 Although Ameritceh believes it IS not required to provide TrEJSit Service
under the Act, Amerirech agrees that it shall provideTnnsit Service to MFS on the terms and
conditions set forth in this Section 7 3

7.3.2 ~ Transit Service" means the delivery of certain traffic berwee!l MFS aDd
a third pany LEC by Amerirech over the Loca1IlntraLATA Tnmks.. The following traffic types
will be delivered fi) Local Traffic originated from MFS to such third pany tEe and fii)
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IntraLATA Toll Traffic originated from such third parry LEe and terminated [0 MrS whrn·
Ameritech carries such traffic pursuant to the Comm-ission 1; primary toll carrier plan or othel
similar plan.

7.3.3 Subject to Section .,. ~ 4 th~ Pa.rTleS shall compensate each o~.her fOJ
Transit Service as follows

(a) MFS shall pay Ameriteeh for Local Traffic MFS originates over the
Transit Service at the rate .specified in the Pricing Schedule plus an,
additional charges or costs such terminating third party LEe L4'Oses or
levies on Amerirech for the deliven or tennination of suc~ traffic
includlng any switched acces" '~ha:rges and

(b) Ameritech shall pay MFS for IntraLATA Toll Traffic terminated to MFS
from such third party LEe (where Ameritech delivers such traffic
pursuant to the Commission's primary toll carrier plan or ot.'l,er similar
plan) at MFS' applicable sw1tl:bed access rates

7.3.4 While the Parties agree that It is the responsibility of each third parry LEe
to enrer into arrangements to deliver Local Traffic: to MFS, they acknowledge ~'1at such
arrangements are not currently in place and an interim arrangement is necessary to en...~ traffic:
completion. Accordingly, until the earlier of (i) the date on which either Party has e:!!ered into
an arrangement with such third party LEC to deliver Local Traffic to MFS and (ii) one-hundred
and eighty (180) days after the Interconnection ActIvation Date, Ameriteeh will celiver and
MFS will terminate Local Traffic originated from. such third party LEC without chz."'ge to one
another If an arrangement I' not entered into bv tb,r 8Ot.h day either Party may block such
Local Traffle

7.3.5 Amentech expects that all netwOrks involved in transit traffic will deliver
each call to each involved netwOt'k with cas and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities
Application Pan ("TeAP") message to facilitate full inreroperabiliry and billing functions. In
all cases. MFS is responsible to follow the Exchange Message Record CEMR") st'~.ndard and
exchange records with both Ameritech and the terminaung I EC to facilitate the bjl1~~g; proces~

to the originating nerwor].;

7.3.6 For purposes of this Section '7,3, Amenrech agrees that it s~ make
available to MrS, at MFS' sole option. any transiting arrangement Ameritech's offers to another
LEe at the 5ame rates,. tenns and conditions PlUv1ded '0 stlr.h other LEe

8.0 JOINT GROOMING PLAN AND lNST<\Ll.ATION MAINTENANCE,
TESTING AND REPAIR

8.1 Joint Grooming Plan. On or before August 16, 1996, MFS and Ame:itech shall
jointlv develOl' a grooming plan (the "Toint Grooming Plan "i which shalt defme and detail. inmr
alia.
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(a) standards to ensure that Interconnection rrunk groups experience a grade 0"

service, availability and quality whu:h 1S comparable to that achieved 0!'1

interoffice mmlc.s within Ameritecb' 5; network and in accord with all a~~atr
relevant industnt-accepted Quality reliab,lity and availability standards

(b) the respective duties and responsibilities of the Panics with Tespe:t to the
administration and maintenance of the trunk groups. including bur. not limited te
standards and procedures for notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects:

(c) maintenance of t.he SONET transnllSSlOO i;vste''D

(d) disaster recover\" provision escalations and

(e) such other matters as the Parttes ma" 1~

8.2 Installation, Maintenance. Testing and Repair. Ameritech's standarc! mtervals
for Feature Group D Exchange Access Services will be used for Interconnection as ~ified in.
the Ameritech Dedicated and Switched Common ServIce Switched Access and EXchange Interva
Guide. AM··TR-MKT-000066 MFS shall meet the same intervals for comparable in..~1ations

maintenance, joint testing, and repair of its faciliries and services associated with or used in
conjunction with Interconnecuon or shall notif\'.llt.merircch of Its inability to do so and wit}
negotiate such intervals in good faith.

9.0 UNBUNDLED ACCESS·, SECTION 251 (cH1'

9.1 Local Loop TnnsmissiOD Types

Subjcct [0 Section 9 4 Ameritech shall allow MFS to access the followi!l& Loop types
(in addition to those Loops available under applicable tariffs) unbundled from local switching
and local transpon in accordanc.e with the terms and conditions set fonh in this S~jon 9.1

9.11 "2-Wm: Analog Voice Grade Loops" or"Analog 2W" which support
analog transmission of 3DO-3cxx) Hz, repeat loop swt loop reverse battery, or g!'Ound start
seizure and disconnect in one direction (toward the End Office Switch), and repea.. ringing in
the other direction (toward the Customer)., Analog 2W mdude Loops sufficient for ~e provision
of PBX trunks, pay telephone lines and electronic: key system lines, Analog 2W will be
provided in accordance with the specifications, inIerfaces" and. parameters described i!'1 Technical
References AM TR-TMO-OOO122 Ameritec:h Unbundled Analog Loops::

9.1.2 "4-Wire Analog Voice Grade Loops' or "Analog 4W" wlrich suppon
transmission of voice grade signals usini sc:paratetransmit and receive paths and terminate in
a 4-wire electrical interface Analol4W will be proVided in accordance with the specifications,
interfaces, and parameters de$Cribed in Technical References AM TR-TMO-OOO122 , Ameritecb
Unbundled Analog Loops

9 .. 1,,3 "2·Wire ISDN Digital G'rade Links" m"BRI ISDN" which sC:::'J)0It digital
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transmission of two 64 kbps bearer channels and one 16 kbps data channel. BRI ISDN is a
2B +0 Basic Rate Interface-Integrated Services Digital NetwOrk (BRI-ISDN) Loop which will
meet national ISDN standards and confonn to I\M·TF,TMD-OOOl2.1 Ameritech Unbundled
Digital Leaps (including ISDN\

9 1,4 "Z-Wire ADSL-Compatible Loop" or "ADSL 2W" is a transmission path
which facilitates the transmissIon of up [0 a 6 Mbps digital signal downstream (tC'ward the
Customer) and up to a 640 kpbs digital signal upstream (away from the Customer) while
simultaneously carrying an analog voice signaL An ADSL-2W is provided over a 2-Wire non
loaded twisted copper pair provisioned using revised resIstance design guidelines and meeting
ANSI Standard Tl.413-199S-Q07R2. An ADSL-2W tenninates in a 2-wire electrical interface
at the Customer premises and at the Ameritech Central Office frame.. ADSL technology can
only be deployed over Loops which extend less than 18 Kft. from Ameriteeh's Cemral Office.
ADSL compatible Loops are on1~ available where existmg carper faciJilies can meet the ANSI
n 4130·1995 -OO7R2 specificauom

9.1.5 "Z-Wire HDSL-Compatiblc Loop~' or "'HDSL 2W" is a tnnStnission path
which facililates the transmiSSIon of a 768 kbps digital signal over a 2-Wire non-loaded twisted
copper pair meering the specifications in ANSI TIEl Committee Technical Report Number 28
HDSL compatible Loops are available only where eXjstin~ copper facilities can meer. the TIEl
Technical Repon Number 2~ specifications

9.1.6 "4-Wire HDSL-Compatible Loop" or "HDSL 4W" is a transmission path
which facilitates the transmission of a 1.544 Mbps digital signal over two 2-Wire non-loaded
twisted copper pairs meeting the specifications m ANSI TlEl Committee Technical Repon.
Number 28 HDSL compatihle Loops are availahle "nJ~" where existing copper facilities can
meet the specifications

9.1.7 Loops will be offered hereunder on the terms and conditions specified
herein and on such other terms U1 applicable tariffs that are not inconsistent with the terms and
condiuon$ set forth herein and ar. the rates set fo,..." II1 the 'Pricing Schedule

9.2 Port Types

Ameriteeh shall make available to MFS unbundled Ports in accordance with the terms
and condirjons of and at the rates specified in applic:ablr Stale tariffs

9.. 3 Private Lines and Special Acce!!

Ameriteeh shall make available to MFS private lines and special ac:ccss services in
accordance with the tenmand conditions of and at fhe rates specified in applicable tariffs,

9.,4 Limitations on Unbundled Access

9.4.1 MFS may not cross-connect an Ameriteeh-provided Loop to an Amcritech
provided Port but instead shall purchase 8 netWork' a.ccess line under applicable tariffs.
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9.4.2 Ameriteeh shall only ~ requlredm make available Loops and Ports wh~
such Loops and Ports are available

9.4.3 MFS shaH access Ameritech'~ unbundled Network Elet!!ents via
Collocation in accordance with Section 12 at the Ameritech Wire Center where those element!
exist and each Loop or Port shall be delivered to MFS' Collocation by means o~ a Cros~

Connection which in the case of Loops, IS lncluded m the rare.. set forth in the Pricing Schedule

9.4.4 Ameritech shall provide MFS access to its unbundled Loops a.r each of
Ameritech's Wire Centers (n addition. if MFS requests one or more Loops se!Viced by
Integrated Digital Loop Carrier or Remote Switching technology deployed as a Loop
concentrator. Ameritech shall where available. move the requested Loop(s) to a spare,. existing
physical Loop at no charge to MFS If, however, no spare physical Loop is available,
Ameritech shall within fony~ight (48) hours of MFS' requeSt notify MFS of the lack of
available facilities, MFS may then at its discretion make a Network Element Bona Fide Request
for Ameriteeh [0 provide the unbundled Loop through the demultiplexing of the :megrated
digitized Loop(s). MFS rna:y also make a NetWork Element Bona Fide Request fo!' access to
unbundled Loops at the Loop concentration site point '1otwithstanding anything to the contra:r)'
in this Agreement, the provisioning intervals set forth m Section 9 .. 6 and the Pe:formaoce
lnterval Dares and Performance Criteria set. forth in liol!Ction 26 shall not apply to 'lnbundled
Loops provided under this Section 9 4. 4

9.4.S IfMFS orders a Loop type and the disr.m::e requested on such Loop
exceeds the transmission characteristics as referenCed in t.be corresponding Technical Refe.renc:e
specified below. distance extensions may be required and additionaJ rates and charges $~l apply
as set forth on the Pricing Schedule.

Loop Type I Technical R.eferenc:elLimitaticn
w·""""""."....,,. __"_1',,"'_

Electronic Key Line
1

2.5 miles
-"'"""""''''''''''''''''""'''''' - - ..-

I
ISDN -+Be!lcore TA-NWT-000393

,"'""",,,.,,,.,,.,,.,",,,""',.,,,'",,.... - -
IIDSL 2W --_...l..Tl~~Technical Report Numb:r 28

,..-'_',M"""''''»'",_.",,,,,,,,,",,,,,

HDSL4W J.TIEl Technical Report Number 28
,..".~'"""".''''',, ."" ..__...._- 1·~sI

ADSL2W Tl,413-199S Specification
--

9.5 Availabilitv of Other Network Elements on an Unbundled Basis

9.5.1 Amcriteeh shall. upon request of MFS. and to the extent teChnically
feasible. provide to MFS access to its Network Elements for the provision of MFS'
Telecommunications Service Any request by MPS for access to an Amcriteeh Network Element
that is not already available shall be treated as :a Network Element Bona Fide Request. MFS
shall provide Amerirech access to it! Network. Elements ac; mutually agreed by '.he Parties OT as
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